MedicalMalpractice
A jury found a Loma Linda Univefsity Medical Center obstetrician waited too long to deliver Rornan
Balli. Today the 8-year-old must be given virtually all his food through a catheter in his abdomen.
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rom a distance, Roman Balli looks like  pepsenss R N L e T R A e A w2t who besides being a prominent medical

malpractice lawyer is also a medical doctor,
having practiced internal medicine before
becoming an attorney. “If he doesn't get
that, he's dead.”

According to Kussman, it costs the family
$250,000 a year to care for the child, who finds
it nexct to impossible to digest food normally.

“He can eat a couple of those little ched-
dar goldfish,” Kussman says. “If he eats two
a day it's a triumph for hum. Half the time
he throws I]'lrurmup.

After her son's birth, Balli's mother quit
her job as a paralegal and attended nurs-
ing echool, later becoming a registered
nurse (o care for her son. She takes him to
the hospital every month or two due to
various infections her son receives, Kuss-
Mman says.

John MacRill Jr. of MacRill & Associates in
Upland, who defended the hospital, says it
was hard for a jury not to feel sorry for the
boy. “It was one of those cases where it was
really a tossup going in, but the sympathy
was overwhelming,” MacRill says. “It was a

e any other 8year-old boy, A closer look,
however, reveals a different story.
Every mghtfcrraghthﬂur& Balli is
fed intravenously by his mother, receiving
all his daily nutrition through a catheter in
his abdomen that he tapes to his body
when he goes to school.
Balli was born with gastroschisis, a con-
genital h-umlddefm that prevents him from

Last April, a San Bernardino Superior
Court jury awarded the boy $17.2 million
because it found the obstetrician at Loma
Linda University Medical Center waited too
long to deliver Roman, causing the loss of
most of his small intestine at birth, Had
Balli been delivered earlier, the plaintiff's
attorney argued, he could have been
spared this hfelong condition.

The trial judge reduced the award to
$13.4 million, in accordance with MICRA,
the Medical Infjury Compensation Reform
Act of 1975, which limits pain and suffering
damages in medical malpractice cases to

3250,000. With an appeal pending, the case ; £ ; nice little boy and really a nice family.”
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